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according to different, already established degrees of difficulty, going from
the most simple to the most complex. If teachers operate syllabuses and with
teaching units or lessons, it is mainly for pedagogical purposes rather than
for learning requirements.

Swan (2001) says that present perfect causes difficulty to some Arabic
speakers where present refers to duration of time up to the moment of
speaking. For example: *’ I learn/ I learning English two years now ¢ (Swan,
2001:203)

She also sometimes transfers some rules from her L1 to L2 and most of the
time is negative transference. That is gives incorrect meaning and incorrect
structure. For instance, the wrong order of the compound adjectives and
nouns (ticket family- red glass) as in Arabic language exactly the order as
the two former examples.

In Hajer’s experience, age factor played an important role in her learning
process; she was self-motivated and encouraged by her parents until now as
she says. As a result, collecting some errors was not easy unless when she
told me about her experience. Mixing languages together was her major
problem and it was noticeable.

Conclusion

People may argue that by living and interacting with native speakers of the
target community, the learner will be under an obligation to learn the second
language since s/he has the necessity to communicate with people around
them. Besides, the received input will be ‘original’ according to the ability to
express ideas, feelings and thoughts. In these cases there is no formal
instruction followed by the teacher-learner, therefore, being exposed to real
situations will contribute towards the development of linguistic,
communicative, discursive and sociolinguistic competences.

Second language acquisition and learning played a very important role in
my case studies. It was very interesting to research different views on
learning, such as behaviourism theory, Chomsky’s belief in children having
an innate comprehension of language structure and, positing that children
construct new knowledge based on previous experiences. Looking more
closely into Krasnen’s five hypotheses and socio-culture theory and their
impacts on second language learners and finding explanations for the case
studies experiences in learning English as second language has been
enlightening.



19 The university forum magazine The 12-13th issues Spring &Summer 2015

which s/he holds coexistence. Since, motivation is the primary determinant
of L2 proficiency; it encourages learners to accept suggestions and
corrections on the part of their native-speakers friends, in matters of
pronunciation, meaning and usual grammatical errors, thus, they are going to
follow a natural route in the development of language learning skills.
Besides, the high incentive and motivation helps learners to continue to
improve and ‘worry’ about the upgrading of their oral proficiency abilities.
Regarding pronunciation and grammar, both of Hajer and Somia have
similar issues with some phonemes, which occur in words such as think, that
and going. They pronounce those words as tink, dat and strong stress at the
ing ending. Personally assume that they know the correct pronunciation and
they can distinguish the difference between them. However, in rapid speech
they cannot control their selves. Supporting that by Swan (2001)
clarification when she explained that Arabic speakers have difficulty in
pronouncing the former sounds although they have the same in their
language but the difference in the dialects. In addition, there are some
features in the Arabic language are more °° energetic articulation than
English ° as in arranged /o'remd3zid/. If according to Klapper (2001) argue
that a learner who is exposed to natural settings, meaning direct contact with
the target community, will have the opportunity to listen to native speakers
and thus will imitate by means of pronunciation and *’ linguistic
behaviour<’.

Somia uses a lot the past simple tense in almost her speech when it requires
present perfect; even though she knows when she should use it and the rules
where that appeared to me in her writing.

| assume that she has some time to think about sentence structure and the
appropriate tenses in our conversations and meetings because she tried not to
utter any incorrect sentences as much as she could. Nevertheless, in my
interviews with her and normal situations with her friends, Somia was
focusing on sending the message without any concern to the wrong forms or
grammar mistakes which might encourage her in communication. On the
other hand, making such regular errors lead me to another explanation
relating to krashen hypothesis ‘the effective filter hypothesis ‘in which L2
learner may be exposed to large number of words, rules and structures in
short of period of time with high level of anxiety which block the understand
of those information. Somia talked about her first years of learning teachers
and said teachers had to finish the curriculum in short period therefore, they
were ‘packing’ student with too much lesson. Nunan (2003) introduced an
interesting notion that learning second language should not be regarded as a
linear process. One should not think that a language is learned in chunks
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were able to correct almost every mistake in the corpus (about 95%) when
the mistakes were given to them after their reviews. Moreover, in almost
every case both were able to define the grammatical rule connected and
breached. One more result was that for the most part of errors concerned
were easy to correct, ‘first level’ errors (e.g. omission of the third person
singular ending. The reality that the vast majority of their (Somia and Hajer)
mistakes were self-correctable proposed that they had conscious information
of the grammar rules but did not use this information. This is possibly
because in a state of anxiety it is harder to think of the functioning words
required. Krashen (1982) illustrates that lack of self-confidence may hinder
SLL or maybe second language learners have the knowledge (input) but they
have not collaborated this knowledge with the teacher in order to construct
language. Sigelman and Rider (2003) say that Vygotsky claims that learner
cannot achieve a higher level without collaboration with the ‘expert’.
Additional proof, that this is the case in their assessment they were virtually
capable in mistake-free in writing and in careful speech, they apply their
conscious linguistic knowledge.

Whereas, concerning fluency, they can be very rushed or too preoccupied
with that knowledge to adjust their result in normal speech. This relates to
what Krashen (2003) claim in his ‘monitor hypothesis’ and self- correction
where monitor can make difference in learner’s construction and enhances
them to feel confident. Both Hajer and Somia take their time to answer the
proposed question and especially in Somia speech. Because of Libyan
society is quite conservative and Somia is a single child she did not use to
talk with foreign people. This has an impact on her aptitude of exchanging
conversations with people but that does not mean it stops her
communicating. Fox (2001) highlights that it is very discouraging when
people laugh at them when they mispronounce something or even witness
their body language, frowning in confusion when they are talking even
though they seem to understand. In contrast, nodding encouragingly or
correcting them in a nice manner is conducive to raising self-esteem and
wanting to continue to teach. In contrast, we can see the opposite image with
Hajer, she has three siblings and their relatives live just very close to her
house. Moreover, sometimes after school she and her cousin study together
at home which made her extrovert and her self-esteem enables her to speak
freely even with her classmates.

In this way, Swain (2000) says that there must be an acceptance, interaction
and affinity between the learner and the group and the settings where the
learning process takes place. In order for individual to feel self-confident,
identify and share ideas, common interests and beliefs within the group in
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She seems to ask direct questions only.

In addition, she uses the wrong order of the compound adjectives (book
green) and the compound nouns (ticket family) where she translates or in
fact transfers her mother tongue language.

She tends to use past simple tense in most of her speech. For instance, when
we were talking about her current course she said, “I studied pre-sessional
course “instead of (I have been studying this course or I have studied this
course) and sometimes omitting the third singular (s).

The second learner

My second case study came from Libya as well called Hajer and she is 38
years old. She is an extrovert and enthusiastic person and luckily, her parents
are educated, her father has BA in Arab literature and mother is a science
teacher, who motivated her all the time. She started learning English when
she was 11 and stopped. Then, learning this subject due to halting English in
Libya in school for 3 years but her parents continued teaching her at home
with her nephew and cousin. After finishing high school, she started learning
English again in the university, and then Hajer did MA in Media in Czech
Republic in 2005 which was thought in English and then she learned Czech
through being in Czech Republic. Now, she is studying pre-sessional course
and going to do PHD in Huddersfield University the UK. In 2009, she took
general English course in a British Institution in Libya, in which was thought
by British teachers. She prefers talking to women rather than men. She likes
having conversation even though sometimes she mixes between languages.
She speaks Tamazight as mother tongue and Arabic and Czechs as |
mentioned previously.

Learner’s common errors

Hajer translates words from Arabic to English that cannot be directly
translated and consequently she says things wrongly. For example, once she
told me that her teacher was absent, therefore, a new teacher came on that
day. When she was speaking to her teacher she asked ‘Are you here to fill a
gap?’ instead of ‘Are you teaching us instead of our teacher?’. Even though
this sentence is literally correct but some people may feel offended by such a
sentence. Another example that clarifies the former example is that she
asked a taxi driver once ‘Are you empty?’ she means ‘Are you free or in
service?’ In addition, her pronunciation is quite good apart from confusion
in pronouncing /6/ and/d/ and she sometimes omits the third singular (s) as
that will be clarified subsequently.

The case analysis

Upon thinking about their self-correction approach, this study came to a
surprising conclusion; Somia and Hajer were amazed to observe that they
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detail( McBurney and White, 2009) . The case study research design is also
useful for testing whether scientific theories and models actually work in the
real world. A case study research paper examines a person, place, event,
phenomenon, or other type of subject of analysis in order to extrapolate key
themes and results that help predict future trends, illuminate previously
hidden issues that can be applied to practice, and/or provide a means for
understanding an important research problem with greater clarity.

A Dbrief history of learning English in Libya

English banned in 1986 due to some economic and political issues and
subsequently reintroduced in mid-nineties. This reintroduction challenged
many students who found themselves exposed to compulsory subject in
higher level. English native speakers designed the new curriculum. These
new textbooks were designed to suite Libyan students at all stages from
primary school age 8 up to secondary school of age 16-19 years old.
Therefore, The General People’s Committee of Education 90-135 minute a
week scales of each class stage, (Salama, 2011).

Case study analysis

The first learner

Somia is 37 years old and came to the U.K. with her family, a husband and
little boy. Now, she is studying a pre-sessional course in order to go on to
the MA TESOL next January at the University of Leeds. Somia started
learning English when she was 12 years old at preparatory school, and
earned a scholarship because she was in the top ten in her graduate year. In
general, she is a shy person, especially when she speaks to native speaker
where she pauses a lot in her speech. However, with her friends she talks
normally, so | tried to be with her to collect as much information as | can
through interviews while we go shopping. She stopped learning English
when she was eleven due to halting English teaching at that time. For this
reason, in secondary school her teachers were from India, Iraq and Egypt
and have different accents that possibly affected her pronunciation and
confused her, particularly concerning some phonemes, which occurs when
she pronounces /b/ followed by /p/ and as the common pronunciation is /b/.
Some Egyptian people pronounce (th) /as/z/ as in that /zet/ and three /sri:/
but not too much. It is evident that English language has many different
forms of questions that are different to Arabic, which only places ‘please’ at
the end of the request. For example:

Learner’s common errors

‘I want that pen?’ (Arabic request) instead of

‘Can I have that pen, please?’ (English request)

Alternatively, ‘Could you pass me that pen, please?’
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higher aptitude will appear to learn faster than students with lower aptitude.
This predicts that aptitude will show its strongest effects in a short, well-
taught course.

We need to note in this regard that conscious learning may provide a short-
cut to performance in a second language. As mentioned "learners™ can use
an acquisition-free mode of performance consisting of first language surface
structure plus the Monitor. High-aptitude students should be more likely to
be able to utilize this mode and thus may show more rapid initial progress.
However, subconscious language acquisition is far superior, as the user of
L1 surface structure plus the Monitor is severely limited in terms of the
range of structures that can be produced as well as in fluency of
performance.

Methodology

The present study investigates the English language development journey of
two Libyan students considering some fundamental factors such as age,
gender, cultural background and some learning experiences. Both learners
chosen from the same background, they are my friends and the reason
behind that | can ask for any additional clarification or find some further
explanation when | feel that the piece of information that | collected are
inadequate in order to give accurate information. They are currently in the
U.K. and English is their second language. Thus, the present methodology
can be characterised as a multiple case studies, analysing the language
development of only two people, albeit in detail.

| tried to collect data in different ways. First, | interviewed them in a formal
way and did some recordings in order to listen afterwards very carefully to
pick out some of error they made. At the beginning, | noticed that my
interviewers are not confident when they were speaking even though | told
them in advance about that, but fortunately, it was only at first time. The
other method, we sometimes go shopping together, have lunch in restaurant
and sometimes at my home asking them ‘let’s try practising English’. 1
realised that they feel very comfort and both of them were correcting each
other’s mistakes and trying to know why this word is incorrect.
Nevertheless, my role was very difficult which is’ intensive listener’. Lastly,
| did some written work with them such as writing some simple paragraphs
about their selves and their future goals.

Data Collection

Since collecting and analysing speech data is so labour intensive, the choice
for a design of necessity limits the number of informants that can be studied.
Thus, the present methodology can be characterised as multiple case studies,
looking at the language development of only two respondents, be it in great
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characteristics where they will be discussed as their relevance to second
language learning. Differences we will explore are age, motivation and
aptitude.

Age of the learner plays a crucial factor in learning or acquiring any
language. learners of ages have different needs, competences, and cognitive
skills. Therefore, we may expect children of primary age to acquire much of
a foreign language through play, for example, whereas for adults we can
reasonably expect a greater use of abstract thought.

Some beliefs have been held about age. Some people assumed that children
learn language faster than adults do. Another belief considered that
adolescents are unmotivated and uncooperative therefore they make poor
language and there are those who seem to think that adults have some
barriers to learning, due to the slowing effects of ageing and their past
experiences, that they rarely have any success, Chomsky (2002).

Age is commonly believed that children are better and quicker in learning.
However, it has proved that adults do better and they tend to start learning at
the first stages quickly and slowly at the final stages. Moreover, Saville-
Troike (2006) argue that adult learner have previous linguistic knowledge in
which may apply or transfer that knowledge positively to L2. That could
help L2 learner to simplify the complex tasks, they are more capable than
children with language functions, and its demands.

Another factor is motivation that is broadly accepted as an essential factor
towards success. Harmer (2001) claimed that there some other factors
overlap with motivation such as learner’s needs and goals. Motivation is the
physical, emotional, cognitive and social forces that drive our desire towards
reaching a particular goal even when challenges arise. Scrivener (2011)
defined motivation as the internal desire that pushes the learner to achieve
something and explained distinctly the difference between the outside
motivation ‘extrinsic motivation’ and the inside motivation ‘intrinsic
motivation’. What causes the extrinsic motivation is that the learner has a
strong need to communicate with others, travel or success achievement. On
contrast, the intrinsic motivation comes from internal desire to feel better
and enhances the learner to great learning desire.

Finally yet importantly, learner’s aptitude, Lightbown and Spade (2006)
defined it as the ability to learn a language quickly so the more higher
aptitude the learner has, the better and quicker language they learn. And he
discussed the ‘language aptitude tests’ are based on some criteria might the
learner such as the ability in memorising new sounds, understanding word
structure, working out the grammar rules and remembering new the words.
Hedge (2000) defined aptitude as rate of learning, that is, students with
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Lightbown and Spada (2006) argued that Krashen distinguished between
‘learning’ and ‘acquiring’ the language where the learner can acquire a
language unconscious manner by picking up the target language from the
surrounded environment. Whereas, learning is a consciously controlled
process, usually takes place in a class.

Socio-cultural theory and second language learning

Sigelman and Rider (2003) claim that Vygotsky argues that this theory
maintains cognitive theory suggestions and develops the process of SLA but
in further scope where the motivation and cultural activity are learned
through social interaction within the environment and his main focus on
learner’s intelligent discourse( critical thinking) and interaction. As
Vygotsky and his colleague did an experiment on a group of children, who
were given variety of words and were asked to say as many as they can
remember. The group who grew up in a big mixed cultural society gave’
distinct’ answers. The experimentalist’s aim was to find the key factor of
intelligence; they found that “this difference reflected the city children’s
broader exposure to various aspects of culture “, (Sigelman and Rider,
2003:184).

Therefore, Vygotsky proposed the notion of the Zone Proximal Development
(ZPD) which means that the potential developmental area between the
learner and the teacher ‘expert’.

“The distance between the actual developmental level as determined
through problem solving and the level of potential development as
determined through problem solving under adult guidance or in
collaboration with more capable peers”( Vygotsky, 1978:86).

So far, the learner cannot achieve that area without a higher level’s
assistance (teacher or classmate). As a result, within this zone a learner will
be able collaboratively to construct knowledge. Lightbown and Spada
(2006) argue that Vygotsky claims that in ZPD, learners’ re-construction is
based on the collaboration with teacher and “... the input comes from
outside the learner and the emphasis is on the comprehensibility of the input
that includes language structures that are just beyond the learner’s current
developmental level”, (lightbown and Spada 2006:47).

Social cultural theory discussed some factors may affect the second
language learning and how they constitutes success between second learners
by answering the question of ‘Are there individual characteristics make one
learner more successful than another’?

Cook (2008) states that there are some elements can contribute with
whatever teaching method is used. Nevertheless, second language can be
learned differently among students, where each student has different
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and give them reasons why something is said in a certain way. This
correlates to krashen’s hypothesis when people realised that most of native
speakers have no idea of grammar rules or grammatical structures, (Candlin
and Mercer, 2000).

The Affective Filter Hypothesis:

Dulay and Burt (1977) first introduced the idea of an ‘affective filter
hypothesis’ in second language acquisition and Krashen (1982) subsequently
proposed the affective filter hypothesis that can be categorised in three
different parts: motivation, self-confidence and anxiety. People, who are
highly motivated, are generally confident in their abilities and have a low
level of anxiety towards the environment, and normally have a higher
success rate when acquiring a second language, (Krashen, 1982). This
suggests that, for example, a person with very low self-esteem is likely to
acquire a second language much more slowly, as the lack of self-confidence
works as a filter and hinders second language acquisition. Some confident
individuals are more prepared to take risks and more prepared to have a go
and are less concerned by getting words wrong or being embarrassed.

The Natural Order Hypothesis:

Krashen argued that the (L2) learner tends to acquire some grammar item or
structure in a fixed order. Krashen (2003) claimed three facts about this
hypothesis, which are:

«there is no correlation between the simple or the complex structures in the
language and the natural order. “This presents a problem to curriculum
designers who present rules to language students from “simple” to
“complex”. A rule may seem to be simple to a linguist, but may be late-
acquired”, (Krashen, 2003:2).

xinstead of teaching students using some exercises or drills in order to get
them involved in learning’ simple parts of language’ they are not ready to do
SO.

*a possible solution could be done with the natural order that teachers may
try to figure out the items that are naturally acquired first to be taught first,
(Krashen, 2003).

The Input Hypothesis:

Krashen (1982) posits, in his fourth hypothesis, that the second language
acquirer understands a message that is somewhat more difficult than their
current level of understanding- understanding in relation to meaning, not
grammatical structure. This suggests that the only one acquires a language
once understanding that it consists of structures that are more complex than
the current level of second language knowledge.

The Acquisition Learning Hypothesis:
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habits, (Saville-Troike, 2006). However, habit formation and imitation alone
cannot account for intricate information that children achieve. Due to the
information defined above, language acquisition researchers have turned to
what they defined as theories of language acquisition. Consequently, Skinner
(1976) and his theory of Operant Conditioning, which proposes that ... a
learner’s behaviour becomes either more or less probable depending on the
consequences it produces. A learner first behaves in some way and then
comes to associate this action with positive or negative consequences that
follow it *°, (Sigelman and Rider, 2003:34).

Behaviourists also assumed that the learner might transfer some elements of
the (L1) to the (L2) in an appropriate structure ‘positive transference’.
However, ‘negative transference’ occurs when learners transfer (L1)
improperly. That is, the structure does not give the correct meaning.
However, Ellis (1997) states that (Selinker, 1972, Dulay and Burt, 1973)
introduced the ‘Interlanguage Hypothesis’ which argued that learner may
derive a new grammar rule by overgeneralisation through the Interlanguage
rule or through the input of the (L1). In addition, the Interlanguage system
may fossilise at some point before reaching their goal (L2) which is due to
some factors such as, the learner’s age, identity, needs, (Saville-Troike,
2006).

The Cognitive Theories (Chomsky and Krashen)

Ellis (1999) states that in the sixties Chomsky introduced the two term of
‘Universal Grammar’ (UG) and ‘Language Acquisition Device’ (LAD),
claimed that the learners have innate knowledge which enables them to
contribute with the learning process.

Ellis(1999:26) claims that “’Chomsky challenged the very basis of
behaviourism by arguing that language was not a set of habits but a set of
abstracts rules and that language was not acquired through imitation and
repetition but rather was an innate inheritance trigged off by minimal
environmental exposure’’.

Moreover, Krashen developed Chomsky’s theory by introducing the monitor
theory of language acquisition based on five hypotheses, which explained
below, (Krashen, 2003). These hypotheses are significant to SLL and
particularly are significant in relation to my case study analysis in this
section. Those hypotheses will be described from the most important to the
least according to the subsequent case study analysis.

The Monitor Hypothesis:

This hypothesis suggested that language acquisition starts to happen as
learners get a feel when they have said something incorrectly. They started
to monitor their speaking and often asked native speakers to correct them



Second language learning 10

second language learning takes place through it. Finally, applying the former
theories and their influence in the learning journey of two Libyan students as
case studies who have different learning experiences.

Behaviourism

Behaviourists (Skinner 1956) consider learning is a method of habit
formation with the process of Stimulus —Response-Reinforcement. Habits
are made through acquiring language from the surrounding environment and
through reinforcement by imitating or repeating particular words or phrases.
As behaviourists think language is making habits, and they suppose that a
learner acquires a second language by adopting habits connected to their first
language, (Burns and Coffin, 2000).

(Lado, 1957 cited in Saville-Troike, 2006) argues that behaviourism is
generally connected to what is recognised as the ‘contrastive analysis
hypothesis’. This hypothesis defines learning a second language as if
similarities exist between two languages. Therefore, the learner of the
language will acquire the L2 more easily, but if any variations or differences
exist, the acquisition of the focus language will be complicated. Even though
the first language has an impact on learning the second, it is additionally
proposed that the learner applies the information already achieved in
learning an additional language, (Saville-Troike, 2006). Saville-Troike,
(2006) claimed that the behaviourists definition of the second language
acquisition (SLA) is not complete. It appears that the theory of behaviourism
is insufficient as it has three main flaws regarding reinforcement and
imitation. These complications are defined below:

*Children make words that do not exist in the language of an adult, like
‘nana’ for ‘banana’, (Mitchell and Mylles, 2004).

*Children make mistakes that are not heard in the speech of adults. Children
make mistakes like saying-‘goed’ instead of ‘went’. These mistakes are
essential as they demonstrate that children are not just imitating but they are
generalising rules of the language. Here children appear to be forming
grammars, not just copying.

*Parents and adults appear to emphasise when children are correct. For
instance, if a child forms a grammatically accurate sentence like ‘the cat
wants to eat’. However, in communicative interaction parents tend to correct
mistakes if ungrammatical, like ‘Faraj goed to school yesterday’, some
parents reply ¢ yes he did’ without correcting the use of ‘goed’- ‘Yes Faraj
went to school yesterday’. Other may reply ‘yes he went’, (Sigelman and
Rider, 2003).

There is no doubt that copying; practising and memorising define the
acquisition of particular features of language like meanings of words and
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Harmer (2001) explained Braj Kachru classification when he divided the
world into three circles that ‘the inner circle’ presents the English spoken
countries such as The United States, Britain, Ireland, New Zealand, Canada,
and Australia where their first language is English. In the ‘outer circle ‘is
where English is a second language for countries like, Singapore, Pakistan,
Malaysia, India, Malawi and Nigeria. In the last circle ‘expanding circle’,
culture and trade importance made people in some countries such as
Sweden, the Czech Republic, China, Japan, Greece and Israel speak English
as a foreign language. This dominance of English is further evident as:
“...more than one billion people are believed to speak some form of
English. ...Three quarters of the world’s mail is written and addressed in
English and four-fifths of electronic information is stored in English. Half of
all business deals are conducted in English. Two thirds of all scientific
papers are written in English”, (Sharma, 2007: 2).
Nevertheless, English language has a high status and prestige. It is valued
and spoken by many people and certain social, economic, & political
benefits tend to accrue to those who write & speak it. This holds true even
today, when numerous foreign language centres that have been opened in the
last 20 years internationally in major cities, (Ghosh, 2009).
Global businesses see English has an important criterion because of
international interaction. As English has become an international language
and accepted as the lingua franca in different countries, interestingly, their
aim is not only reading or writing but understand the culture concepts and
getting involved in the English environment, (Harmer, 2001). For this
reason, the two case studies have come to the UK and aimed to study
English and understand their cultural community.
Literature review
There are a range of theories on language learning and “Agreement on a
‘complete’ theory of language acquisition is probably, at best, a long way
off”, (Lightbown and Spada, 1999:45).
Some theories some of which will be explored in this section that show
controversy and different approaches to SLL. As a start of this research, |
will examine a range of theories connected with second language learning
and how they have developed. First, we will explore behaviourism and how
language is learned by memorising, mimicking and forming habits with
either positive reinforcement for a correct response or negative for an
incorrect one. Then, cognitive theories will be discussed, such as that
presented by Krashen (1982) who argue that the learner receives the input,
understand it and uses it in comprehensible forms. Then, after exploring
these theories, there is an analysis of the socio-cultural theory and how
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well as, immigrants movement from different territories where especially
there was massive number of immigrants during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries from Pennsylvania and northern Ireland carrying new
dialects and different ‘linguistic backgrounds’.

Harmer (2001) points to economic reasons where it played a major role in
dominating the English language particularly within the economic phase
emerge of the United States. As a result, some new words were came out as
well within this revolution such as ‘global village’ and ‘McDonalds’ the
chain of restaurants of fast food. In addition, there are some more reasons
behind the spread of English spread for example, technology, travel and
information exchange and it is a widely accepted the fact that English
became a global language in the 19" century due to trade and colonization.
Therefore, Professionals and academics in international encounters use
English all around the world; it is often the official language of international
and multinational companies and industries; and it is the language of the
internet, (Crystal, 2003). As such, its powerful impact is felt also on other
countries language.

Crystal(2003) also proposed a diagram of the three circles of English in
which he tries to explain that there are two fundamental reasons of being
English as global language; ‘’the expansion if British colonial power * and
“’the emerge of united states economic power °’. In addition, how those
reasons are summarised by the US linguistic Braj Kachru, in the following
diagram, who suggested that English is acquired and used in various ways
and that might not match all regions.

Expanding Circle

-

& Indr //
eg. China, /
~ R“’:i'_'i‘i/

" Vietmam

This diagram taken from Google
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this study, is more clearly seen as a thought process developed in classroom
learning, (Saville-Troike, 2006).

Language acquisition is very similar to the process children use in acquiring
first and second languages. It requires meaningful interaction in the target
language-natural communication--in which speakers are concerned not with
the form of their utterances but with the messages they are conveying and
understanding Error correction and explicit teaching of rules are not relevant
to language acquisition.

On the other hand, conscious language learning, on the other hand, is
thought to be helped a great deal by error correction and the presentation of
explicit rules. Error correction it is maintained, helps the learner come to the
correct mental representation of the linguistic generalization. Whether such
feedback has this effect to a significant degree remains an open question
(Brown,2000).

When adults acquire or learn a second language it could be a long process
due to complexity in terms of content, meaning, use, function of each idiom
and grammar. Moreover, each learner has his/her own learning ‘rhythm’ and
individual characteristics (interests, aptitudes, attitudes, needs and
motivation), which persuade directly the acquisition of abilities when
learning the target language, (Hall and Hewings, 2000). Therefore, L2 is
very complex and perhaps generalisation con not be made because each
learner has different life experiences and characteristics. However, age is
also an important factor when it comes to learning a second language.
Children age 3-5 or younger are at their most important developmental phase
for language acquisition and their brains are often referred to as sponges that
soak up and absorb the world around them, (Moyer, 2004). As in one of the
two case studies examined in this paper childhood learning is important as
learning L2 when her brain was a ’sponge’. There are two different aspects, I
am going to examine in this assignment. 1 am going to explore language
acquisition as subconsciously assimilated and acquired environmentally and
socially. In addition, I am going to explore language learning that is more
conscious learning process through classroom interaction.

English as global language

Crystal (2003:29) proposed a question in which “’why is English the global
language, and not some other? * and this question leads to many answers
and explanations where they due to some historical, economic and
technological reasons. English empire had a great role in the spread and
dominance of English where continued until nineteenth century and with
that period the colonial extended and English became in some regions an
official language and in some countries became lingua- franca like India. As
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Second language learning

Zamzam E. Zargonn
Mislata College of Arts
English Department

Abstract

Learning a second language is rapidly becoming more popular and a widely recognised skill. The purpose
of this research is to look into theories of second language learning and acquisition and a reflection of a
Jjourney to become bilingual.

Through the exploration in the acquisition and second and foreign language theories, we find the different
hypothesis that converge in its postulates and at the same time disagree with ideas and thoughts as far as
the way and person acquires or learns the target language is concerned.

Many researchers have developed explanations in order to argue the modern language learning (L1) as a
useful tool in teaching foreign languages and its influence and relation in the second language acquisition
(L2) (Hall, and Hewings, 2000).

Some may argue that children learn the target language by imitation or repetition of utterances and they are
able to creating individual meaning. Others believe that setting and environment play an important role in
adolescents’ learning, since they are exposed to English information resources as music, magazines,
movies, etc, besides, attend English courses in order to improve English skills and competences.

In the case of adults, learning can be more ‘difficult’ or ’slow’, many of them travel to another country to
get a job and they think that it is the chance to learn the foreign language; but the matter is that they face
tiredness after work, and interaction with speakers of the same language in the place of work.

Throughout writing this research, several important points have been included.as the research represents
an attempt of investigation in Second Language Acquisition.

The research consists of four chapters:

The first chapter is an introduction which presents a distinction between second language learning and
acquisition( SLL, SLA) and introducing English as global language.

The second chapter deal with the literature review and the theoretical background of the study,
behaviourism, cognitive theory, socio-cultural theory and second language learning.

The third chapter presents the methodology that has been used in this research which is case study.

and a brief history of learning English in Libya.

The last chapter is the practical part of the research, it focuses on the two learners and the analysis of the
most common errors, and will be finalised with a conclusion.

Definitions of terms ( according to this research )

Learning: conscious process in which you gain some knowledge usually in regular classes.

Acquisition: subconscious knowledge you get from the environment.

First language (L1 ) : mother tongue.

Second language (L2 ) : any language but not the official.

Error: Regular mistake even though corrected before.

Mistake: done once or twice but not anymore.

Introduction

There is a distinction to be made between second language acquisition and
second language development. Second language acquisition (SLA) could be
acquired through a process of assimilation through the environment or social
interaction. Second language learning (SLL), however, within the content of
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