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In very simple terms, one can say that the sender starts with thought
and puts it into language. The receiver perceives the language and
understands the thought.

V1. Conclusion

Linguists state that language is automatically taught as communication
by the simple expedient of concentrating, “notion”, or “functions” rather
than on sentences. However, people do not communicate by expressing
isolated notions or fulfilling isolated functions any more than they do by
uttering isolated sentence pattern.

Talking and writing are different ways of saying. They are different
modes for expressing linguistic meanings.
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helpfully with the uneducated or the less educated, then they must reckon
with barriers that intervene between them.

Communication processes:

Language includes how man can communicate across continents and
down the ages through the impersonal and permanent record, so language
is the most explicit type of communication behavior that we know.

As states by Bertil Matmberg (1963), the process begins as a very
simple case of communication between two individual.
1- The sender conveys a message to another.
2- The receiver, in principle, he can do that in many different ways.

He may use cries, or gesture or mimic, he may attract another person's
attention by shouting, by whistling, etc.

As seen by Sperber, D (1994), any message from individual to
individual independently of its form has a relation:

1- To the thing meant (the phenomenon outside the speaker, which is
communicated from 4 to B.
2- To the speaker (sender)
3- To the listener (receiver).
According to James W. Gibson (1971), communication process is:
1- A source of a message (usually a person).
2- A channel through which that message is transmitted (perhaps the
voice).
3- A recipient of the message (another person who can, and does hear
and understand it.).
Finally, one can say that any communicative act will have the following
elements:
1- Addresser (speaker-writer).
2- Message (channel T.V, radio- telephones, face to face).
3- Addressee(s) (receiver, listener, reader, response, feedback).

/ Hhoven \
Sender _, — 5 Recetver

Feedback
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It can be acted on stage, can be written to individuals, “letters™ or groups
“book™ , it 1s also used in public signs (roads) stations, or for collecting
taxes, for invoicing good, bring traded , for information (newspapers,
reports). It is used in formal situations e.g. (application) or informal
(letters to your mother or close friend).

IV 2-The Major Function of Language

Communication is the major function of communication

- According to James W. Gibson (1971), "communication is man’s
most frequently practiced behavior for most our making hours. We are
engaged in one or more forms of communication. It is once thought
that man; some how suddenly began to speak because the power of
speech and knowledge of language were a gift to him by Allah."

- As seen by Lee, R.L (1970) communication has four definitions:

I- It is the process of affecting an interchange of understanding
between two or more people.

2- It is the mutual interchange of ideas by any effective means.

3- It 1s the arrangement of environmental stimuli to produce certain
desired behaviors on the part of the organism.

4- It is the importing or interchange of thoughts, opinions, or
information by speech, writing or signs (American college
dictionary 2001).

- Sperber, D. and Wilson, D. (1994) state that "communication
generally involves the use of a social sign language while may convey
much more meaning than regular message content and the oral
message are generally accompanied by facial expressions such as a
frown or smile , which add an additional to the message."

- Pool 1999, lee 1970, state that "communication can be defined as
sharing of meaning while talking with someone. We share description
of people, events, ideas, and feelings that we have encountered. We
share opinions, arguments."

V. Forms of Communication

As suggested by W. Homer Turner "1973", communication has
many forms. It can, of course be both verbal and nonverbal.

Laughing, singing, kissing, crying, gesture, anger, pleasure, anguish, or
a thousand other signals and symbols remind us of the enormous orbit of
the world of communication.

Communication is, however, mostly a world in which the transference
of information occurs or induces a mood. He always says that effective
communication happens only when the sender understands the receiver’s
frame of reference and communication in terms of that. If educated men
and women are to communicate purposefully with one another, and
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3- The textual is to create written or spoken texts which cohere within
themselves and which fit the particular situation in which they are
used.

John Lyons, 1995, Lee, 1970, state that language is often
described as having three main functions:

1- The descriptive function of language is to convey information. This
is the type of information which can be stated in some cases, for
example [it must be well below ten degrees outside].

2- The expressive function of any language 1s to supply information
about the speaker’s (his/her)preference, and past experiences, for
example, [I am not inviting the Greens again], the utterance may ,
with appropriate intonation, show that the speaker did not like the
Greens and that the reason for not inviting them again.

3- The social function of language serves to establish and maintain
social relations among people. E.g., will that be all, sir? This
utterance used by a waiter in a restaurant indicates a particular
social relationship between the waiter and the guest. The waiter
puts the guest in higher role relationship. Naturally, these functions
overlap at times, particularly the expressive and the social.

IV 1.Spoken and Written Language

The functions of language are shared out between speaking and
writing, they overlap but they fill different roles. They are both forms of a
language, it is the same linguistic system underling both, but they exploit
different features of the system and gain their powers in different ways.
A- Spoken Language:

We use spoken language by means of sounds in different situations.
We make use of information by features of voice such as intonation,
rhythm, stress and voice quality.

We have the hearer “face to face™ so there is spontaneous responses to
our performance through Radio, T.V. laid citizens or specialists, formal
or informal, children or adults, male or female. For example, the
language, which I use with, lay citizen not the same with specialists, also
1t differs with formal situation, and so forth.

We can use body movement such as gestures, movements of head, hand,
etc, to convey informational message to someone else.
B- Written Language:

We use written language in situations that differ from those of speech.
In this Variety of language we do not have a hearer, so we compensate
for this by written symbols such as punctuation marks- question marks,
exclamations, italic letters, etc. There is no spontaneous response to the
performance.

It can be silent (reading a letter) or aloud (giving talk).
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smaller groups within that community. This is true of all peoples and all
languages; it 1s a universal fact about language.

Anthropologists speak of the relations between language and

culture. It is, indeed, more in accordance with reality to consider language
as a part of culture. “Culture” is here being used, as it 1s throughout this
article, in the anthropological sense, to refer to all aspects of human life
insofar as they are determined or conditioned by membership in a society.
The fact that a man eats or drinks is not in itself cultural; it is a biological
necessity that he does so for the preservation of life. That he eats a
particular food and refrains from eating other substances, though they
may be perfectly edible and nourishing, and that he eats and drinks at a
particular time of day and in certain places are matters of culture,
something “acquired by man as a member of society,” according to the
now-classic definition of culture by the English anthropologist Sir
Edward Burnett Tylor"1999". As thus defined and envisaged, culture
covers a very wide area of human life and behavior; and language is
manifestly a part, probably the most important part, of it.
Although the faculty of language acquisition and language use is innate
and inherited, and there is legitimate debate over the extent of this
innateness, every individual's language 1s “acquired by man as a member
of society,” Broughton, 2005). Along with and at the same time as other
aspects of that society's culture in which he is brought up. Society and
language are mutually indispensable. Language could have developed
only in a social setting, however this may have been structured, and
human society in any form even remotely resembling what is known
today or is recorded in history could be maintained only among people
speaking and understanding a language in common use.

IV. Functions of Language

Language is the most important achievement of humankind; it is
more than that because man and language are in parallel developments.
Language is not only a way of communication in a restricted sense. It is a
way of thinking, of structuring content.

Language is used for more than one purpose, so it has different
functions. The basic function is that language enables us to influence one
another’s behavior in detail, which makes human co-operation possible.

1- The ideational function i1s to organize the speakers or writers’

experience of the real or imaginary world e.g. language refers to
real or imagined persons, things, actions, events, states, etc.

2- The interpersonal function is to indicate, establish, or maintain

social relationship among people. It includes forms of address,
speech function, modality, etc.
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2005). 19th century and have been dubbed the bowwow and pooh-pooh
theories.
On several occasions attempts have been made to identify one particular
existing language as representing the original or oldest tongue of
mankind, but, in fact, the universal process of linguistic change rules out
any such hopes from the start. The Greek historian Herodotus told a story
that King Psammetichus of Egypt caused a child to be brought up without
ever hearing a word spoken in its presence. On one occasion it ran up to
its guardian as he brought it some bread, calling out “bekos, bekos™; this,
being said to be the Phrygian word for bread, proved that Phrygian was
the oldest language of mankind. The naiveté¢ and absurdity of such an
account have not prevented its repetition elsewhere and at other times.
The relations between thought and speech are certainly not fully
explained today, and it is clear that it is a great oversimplification to
define thought as sub vocal speech, in the manner of some behaviorists.
But it is no less clear that propositions and other alleged logical structures
cannot be wholly separated from the language structures said to express
them. Even the symbolizations of modern formal logic are ultimately
derived from statements made in some natural language and are
interpreted in that light.
The intimate connection between language and thought, as opposed to the
earlier assumed unilateral dependence of language on thought, opened the
way to recognition of the possibility that different language structures
might in part favor or even determine different ways of understanding
and thinking about the world. Obviously, all people inhabit a broadly
similar world, or they would be unable to translate from one language to
another; but, equally obviously, they do not all inhabit a world exactly the
same in all particulars, and translation is not merely a matter of
substituting different but equivalent labels for the contents of the same
inventory. From this stem the notorious difficulties in translation,
especially when the systematizations of science, law, morals, social
structure, and so on are involved. The extent of the interdependence of
language and thought—Ilinguistic relativity' , as it has been termed—is
still a matter of debate, but the fact of such interdependence can hardly
fail to be acknowledged.

II1. Language and culture

It has been seen that language is much more than the external
expression and communication of internal thoughts formulated
independently of their verbalization. In demonstrating the inadequacy and
inappropriateness of such a view of language, attention has already been
drawn to the ways in which one's mother tongue is intimately and in all
sorts of details related to the rest of one's life in a community and to
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paper attempts to survey language (both spoken and written) in this light
and to consider its various functions and the purposes it can and has been
made to serve. Because each language is both a working system of
communication in the period and in the community wherein it is used and
also the product of its past history and the source of its future
development, any account of language must consider it from both these
points of view.

The science of language is known as linguistics. It includes what are
generally distinguished as descriptive linguistics and historical linguistics.
Linguistics is now a highly technical subject; it embraces, both
descriptively and historically, such major divisions as phonetics,
grammar, and semantics, dealing in detail with these various aspects of
language. For a full account of the theory and methods of linguistic
science, see the article linguistics.

According to Sapir (1921) "Language is a purely human and non-
instinctive method of communicating ideas, emotions and desires by
means of voluntarily produced symbols."

In their outline of Linguistic Analysis Bloch and Trager wrote (1942)
"A Language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by means of which a
social group co-operates".

In his Essay on Language, Hall (1968) tells us that language is "the
institution whereby humans communicate and interact with each other by
means of habitually used oral —auditory arbitrary symbols".

Chomsky's definition of language is " From now on I will consider a
language to be a set (finite or infinite )of sentences, each finite in length
and constructed out of a finite set of elements" (John Lyons 1995 pp:3-
7).

The origin of language has never failed to provide a subject for
speculation, and its inaccessibility adds to its fascination. Informed
investigations of the probable conditions under which language might
have originated and developed are seen in the late-18th-century essay of
the German philosopher Johann Gottfried von Herder, “Abhandlung tiber
den Ursprung der Sprache” (“Essay on the Origin of Language™)
(Broughton, 2005). And in numerous other treatments. But people have
tried to go further, to discover or to reconstruct something like the actual
forms and structure of man's first language. This lies forever beyond the
reach of science, in that spoken language in some form is almost certainly
coeval with Homo sapiens. The earliest records of written language, the
only linguistic fossils man can hope to have, go back no more than about
4,000 or 5,000 years. Attempts to derive human speech from imitations of
the cries of animals and birds or from mere ejaculations of joy and grief,
as if onomatopoeia were the essence of language, were ridiculed for their
inadequacy by the Oxford philologist F. Max Miiller in( Broughton,



The university  forwum magazine The Seventh issue Fustumen 2013 é

feelings and emotions, to influence the activities of others, and to
comport himself with varying degrees of friendliness or hostility
toward persons who make use of substantially the same set of noises.
Different systems of vocal communication constitute different
languages; the degree of difference needed to establish a different
language cannot be stated exactly. No two people speak exactly alike;
hence, one is able to recognize the voices of friends over the
telephone and to keep distinct a number of unseen speakers in a radio
broadcast. Yet, clearly, no one would say that they speak different
languages. Generally, systems of vocal communication are recognized
as different languages if they cannot be understood without specific
learning by both parties, though the precise limits of mutual
intelligibility are hard to draw and belong on a scale rather than on
either side of a definite dividing line. Substantially different systems
of communication that may impede but do not prevent mutual
comprehension are called dialects of a language. In order to describe
in detail the actual different speech patterns of individuals, the term,
(idiolect), meaning the speech habits of a single person, has been
coined." Roger, 2005".

Normally, people acquire a single language initially—their first
language, or mother tongue, the language spoken by their parents or
by those with whom they are brought up from infancy. Subsequent
“second” languages are learned to different degrees of competence
under various conditions, but the majority of the world's population
remains largely monolingual. Complete mastery of two languages is
designated as bilingualism; in a few special cases—such as
upbringing by parents speaking different languages at home—
speakers grow up as bilinguals, but ordinarily the learning, to any
extent, of a second or other language is an activity superimposed on
the prior mastery of one's first language and is a different process
intellectually.

Language, as described above, is species-specific to man. Other
members of the animal kingdom have the ability to communicate,
through vocal noises or by other means, but the most important single
feature characterizing human language (that is, every individual
language), against every known mode of animal communication, is its
infinite productivity and creativity. Human beings are unrestricted in
what they can talk about; no area of experience is accepted as
necessarily incommunicable, though it may be necessary to adapt
one's language in order to cope with new discoveries or new modes of
thought.

Language interacts with every other aspect of human life in society, and
it can be understood only if it is considered in relation to society. This
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Many definitions of language
have been proposed. Henry
Sweet, an English phonetician
and language scholar, stated:
“Language is the expression of
ideas by means of speech-
sounds combined into words.
Words are combined into
sentences, this combination
answering to that of ideas into
thoughts.” The U.S. linguists
Bernard Bloch and George L.
Trager (2006) formulated the
following definition: “A
language 1s a system of
arbitrary vocal symbols by
means of which a social group
cooperates.” Any  succinct
definition of language makes a
number of presuppositions and
begs a number of questions.
The first, for example, puts
excessive weight on “thought,”
and the second uses “arbitrary”

in a specialized, though
legitimate. A  number of
considerations enter into a
proper understanding of

language as a subject:

1- Every physiologically and
mentally normal person
acquires in childhood the
ability to make use, as both
speaker and hearer, of a
system of vocal
communication that
comprises a circumscribed
set of noises resulting from
movements  of  certain
organs within his throat and
mouth. By means of these
he is able to impart
information, to  express

Kbﬂrﬂcﬂ Language is called part of human behavior and iearning

of it is said to be the iearning of a set of skills. When someone
learns a ianguage, he is not oniy speaking and gaining
knowledge, but also a set of skills of his environment. People
acquire a singie ianguage initially—their first ianguage, or
mother tongue, the ianguage spoken by their parents or by those
with whom they are brought up from infancy. Subsequent
“second” languages are learned to different degrees of
competence under various conditions, but the majority of the
world's popuiation remains iargeiy monolinguai. Language is
species»specific to man. Other members of the animal kingdom
have the abiiity to communicate, through vocal noises or by other
means, but the most important singie feature characterizing
human ianguage (that is, every individual ianguage), against
every known mode of animal communication, is its infinite
productivity and creativity. Human beings are unrestricted in
what they can talk about; no area of experience is accepted as
necessarily incommunicable, though it may be necessary to adapt
one's ianguage in order to cope with new discoveries or new
modes of thought. each ianguage is both a working system of
communication in the period and in the community wherein it is
used and also the product of its past history and the source of its
future deveiopment, any account of ianguage must consider it
from both these points of view. The relations between thought
and speech are certainly not fuliy expiained today, and it is clear
that it is a great oversimpiification to define thought as sub vocal
speech, in the manner of some behaviorists. But it is no less clear
that propositions and other aileged iogicai structures cannot be
wholly separated from the ianguage structures said to express
them. Even the symboiizations of modern formal iogic are
uitimately derived from statements made in some natural
ianguage and are interpreted in that iight.

The relations between ianguage and culture. It is, indeed, more in

accordance with reaiity to consider ianguage as a part of culture.

“Culture” is here being used, as it is throughout this article, in

the anthropoiogicai sense, to refer to all aspects of human life

insofar as they are determined or conditioned by membership in

a society.

Language is used for more than one purpose, so it has different

functions.

The basic function is that ianguage enables us to influence one
another’s behavior in detail, which makes human co»operation
possihie.

1. The ideational function is to organize the speakers or writers’
experience of the real or imaginary world eg. ianguage refers
to real or imagined persons, things, actions, events, states, etc.

2. The interPersonai function is to indicate, establish, or
maintain social reiationship among peopie. It includes forms
of address, speech function, modaiity, etc.

3. The textual is to create written or spoken texts which cohere

within themselves and which fit the particuiar situation in
kuhich they are used. /
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Language as Human Behavior

Dr. Sulieman Muamer Mohamed Adbeeb*

I. Introduction

Linguists state that language is not knowledge, but a set of skills.
When someone learns a language, he is not only speaking and gaining

knowledge, but also a set of
skills of his environment.
Language is called part
of human behavior and
learning of it is said to be the
learning of a set of skills. The
functions of language are
shared out between speaking
and writing, there is some
overlap, but they fill different
roles( As mentioned by
Halliday ,(1999 ) they are
both forms of language, it is
the same linguistic structure
underlying both, but they
exploit different features of
the system and gain power in
different ways. Besides this
we find that communication is
the basic function of language
which generally involves the
use of a social sign language
while it may convey as much
meaning as the regular
message content.
I1. Definitions of language

o ks Ly Rl bl e (p 2l e Gl el
Lo ey ¥ 5eb Bl b ased e Likis L) s degast ol
(il B Sllge r Begat ey 48T Bl LTy 2ST)

Bl ay (VAL O b T 01 2l ale) Tl 0SS )
Gl s sy Wgibll din gus Optem S o gilf b IS )
) gy ikt oy Lgadad o2 gly B 2l s e )
(5t by ol

e b S s g (W O L S
1 ¥ o) o (s g 29 monolingual

Gub o5 en Jolsdl OF ud Dte bl 1 e JSE Ladie (S
s o et DLl B S0 o=l Jilog o wlaaVI e clogo
& TV ShEy pVL e m3p W W o wl ST g
Sl g s DU psens

Sy oladt o B o dgddome o oyl pllas r UG
B o o o M1 OT 2580 s BLEL B U S,

S 5Bl foldl oo 2l Yl 2kl s sae sty U 2l
Lo o O gl e sl T oLl

S Gy S IS s ay ideational aiby-1
Wl gl Lad S

A O Bloin ] B el by Lol a2

& il pilary My Bohaio of 39S Gogeai st 2y Opadl-3

* Azzytona University, Bani Waleed Faculty of Arts, English Department.



~/ he university forum magnzine
7 he Seventh isseu
Autumn 2013

Faculty of arts JRani g/ aleed

446 [/ 2012 2ot o) cas b G g

dd 9 (e LY Al - Laeladl Guitiedl Al
Al g e T Bl G yb
9IS o

Email: almuntada2012@yahoo.com

2013 TR EL&H—” doialtl

Attp:lIwww.facebook.com/almuntada.bw

by AN Al



Tke university forum magazine The ‘Seventh issue Hustumn 2013

Language as Human Behavior

Dr. Sulieman Muamer Mohamed Adbeeb
Azzytona University - Bani Waleed Faculty of Arts
English Department




	كلمة التحرير
	الاتجاهات العلاجية في خدمة الفرد
	ممارسة المرشدين التربويين لأخلاقيات مهنة التوجيه والارشاد النفسي والتربوي
	تحقيق في نسبة بعض أئمة الحديث لبن خزيمة وابن حبان
	الآثار الثقافية والتعليمية للمراكز الدينية في ليبيا
	المناظرة في الأدب العربي
	Language as Human Behavior
	غلاف
	Page 1




